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Dynamite Conspiracy Case.-Thirty members of a labor union
were indicted and convicted, in the federal District Court for the
District of Indiana, of conspiracy to commit a crime against the
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United States, and of aiding and abetting the transportation of
dynamite and nitro-glycerine in interstate commerce, in passenger
trains and cars between different states of the United States, in
violation of the federal statutes, to be used i·n blowing up buildings
and works constructed by "open shop" concerns. On appeal to the
United States Circuit Court of Appeals in Ryan v. United States,
216 Federal Reporter, 13, the judgment was re·versed as to some de
fendants and affirmed as to others. One of the peculiar holdings
in the case related to the admissibility of evidence, and was to the
effect that evidence of a chain of explosions throughout the United
States, alleged to have occurred by means of dynamite and nitro
glycerine, while admissible as circumstantial evidence to support the
charges specified in the indictments, should be limited to that pur
pose, since the offenses involved in the explosions themselves were
offenses against and punishable only under the laws of the states and
by the state courts.


